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rns rs * thers are few gubj ects within An ble 

Compaſs of Religion, ſo Vile underſtood as this. 
The Reader of this Epiſtle is uſually told, By The Law 
St. Paul means the "Jewifh Lars Af 10 apprehend- 
ing himfelf to have no Concern there with, paſſes on 
without farther Thought abgut it. Indeed ſome are 
not fatisfied with this Accolfit : But obſerving the E- 
Oe poiſtle is directed to the Ronmys; thence infer, that the 

"Apoſtle in the Beginning of this Chapter, alludes to 
the Old Roman Law. But as they have no more Con- 
cern wWifh this, than with the Cereb Laab of Mojes, 

ſs they ſpend” not much Thought,” 40 oba ſup- 
_ Poſe is occaſionally mentioned, "barely to illuſtrate 1 
other Thing. 

2. But a careful @bferver af the A poſtle' 8 Diſcourſe 
will not be content with theſe flight Explications of it. 
And the more he weighs the Words, the more convin- 
ced he will be, that St. Paul by the Law mentioned 
in this Chapter, does not mean, either the antient Law 
+. *%- of Nome, or the Ceremonial Law of Mo/es. This will 

© clearly appear to all who attentively conſider the Te- 
nor of his Diſcourſe: - He begins the Chapter, Know 
Jie not, Brethren (for 1 ſheak to them that know the 
Taaiß to them who have been inſtructed therein from 
their Youth) That the Law hath Dominion over a Mar, 
41 long as be Treah® v. 1. (What, the Law of. Rome 
only, or the ceremonial Law? No, ſurely z but the 
moral Law) for to give 2 plain Inſtanee, Th Moman 
7 bal bath an Huſband, is bound by the (moral) Law to 
1 her Huſband as lang 44 he libelb. But if her Huſband 
bb. drag, bens loofed from the-Law of her Huſband. v. 2. 
S8o then, if while 8 arte erb, hs be married wo 
1 5 * ns Jer; e For e 5 * 


"Tx1- 

be Haben 6+ br Hel oY is free Faber Las 1 „ 
foe ts no_Adultreſs, tho" he. be married to another Mau. 
v. 3. Prom this particular Tnſtance the Apoftle pro- 
ceeds. to draw that general Concluſion. Wherefore, my 


Brethren, by a yo Parity of Reaſon, 1 — 6 e alſo are be- 


come dead to tbr 
the” Body of 'Chri 
under a new 


aw, the whole Moſalc nftitution, 4% 
offered” for you, and bringing. 5 
penſation: 7 2 ye ſpould without 5 


Blame ze married to another, even to him <vho is raiſed 


in ib. Dead, and hath thereby given Proof of his 


Authority to make the Chang e, that ye ſhould bring 


forth Fruit unto Gov, v. 4. And this we can do 11 
whereas before' we cou'd not: For when do were 1 
e Ne under the Powet of the Fleſh, that is, « 
corrupt Nature, (Which was neceſſarily the- Cite * 


nen and inflamed by ſaic Law, nor conquer- 
e ed, dd wort i o — broke out various Ways, 
1 bag g forth Fruit unto Death, v. 5 Bur mw wt 


are ren from r TLaau, Horm hs whole moral as 


de were held: That intire Inſtitution 


than the Haſband when dead hath over his Wife: 7 bat 
e foould ſer we him, who died for us and roſe again, in 
runefs of Spirit, in a new Spi 
bot in the Oldnefs of the Letter, v. 6. With a bare out- 
nſtitution. a 1 

n 3. The Apoſtle having. gone chi fry in being 
e. Nat the Chriſtian had ſet afide the Jewiſh Difpenſa- 
ion, and that the moral Lab it ſelf, tho' it could ne- 


% Nr paß away, yet ſtood on a different Foundation 
opoſe and un- 


om em what it did before, now ſtops. ad te 


* er an Objection. What re,, 155 / 
„ So ſome might infer from a Miſap 


N the Las 
drehenſion of 


the hoſe Words, "the Motions" of Sin avhich avert by the . 
an Gov forbid! faith the Apoſtle, that we thodtd 
„% e. Nay, the Law is an aur ebe Enemy to 


int ſexrching'it out Wherever it is. 
in bat by the Law. 
> tobe Sin, Except" the Law had ſaid thou galt nat 
E of 5 


— A, 4 * 


5. 


we knew the Power of CRAIs T 8 RefurreQion) the Ma: | 
tins of Sin, © which def by the Law, Which were 


well as ceremonial OEconomy ; that being acad aobere- | 


bemg now as 
it were dead, and having no more Authority over us? 


Diſpenſation, and 


ard Service, üßreng 0 the Letter of the Myſait: 


had not fat 
I had mt known Luft, evil De- 


After opening in che four 
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with Regard more eſpecially to the moral Law, from 
Which the, preceeding Inſtance was taken: Wherefore 
the Laa is holy, and the Commandment . and, Juft and 


+. Food. 


f of the moral Law, often called the Law, by Way of 


5 Original higher ſtill, even beyond the Foundation of 


| - enabled. to offer him a free and willing Service: 4 
ble to their gracious Maſter. 


them, particularly their Underſtanding and 1 


172 5 Herein, to make way for a continual. Increaſe: gf thei 
. Happineſs: Seeing every Inſtance of Obedience to that 


Fg 


teous Judge would give in its Seaſon 


ö * bad created a A's Order. of Cad 


Secondly, The Nature thereof; Thirdly, 'The Proper- 
ties, that it is holy and 4 and good, and F ourthly, 
The Uſes of it. 


have imagined, of ſo late an Inſtitution as the Time of 


the morning Stars firſt ſang together, being newly called 
into Exiſtence, It pleaſed the great Creator to make 
© | theſe his firſt born Sons, intelligent Beings, . that. they 
might know him, that created them. For this End he 
ndued them with Underſtanding, to diſcern Truth 


fo far as intelligible to a finite Being, and of all Good, 


n 
n Verſes; he ſubjoins this general Condlaien, 


4. In P to explain and — — 55 els Jeep Words, 
fo little regarded, becauſe, ſo. little underſtood, I. hall 
endeayour to ſhew, Firſt, The Original of this Law, 


I. 1. I ſhall, F irt, F e to ſhew the 833 
Eminence. Now this is not, as. ſome may poſſibly 


Mosel. Noah declared it to Men long before that 
Time, and Enoch before him. But we may trace its 


the World to that Period, unknown. indeed to Men, 
but doubtleſs inrolled in the Annals of Eternity, when 


from Falſhood, Good from Evil: And as a neceſſary 
Reſult of this, with Liberty, a Capacity of chuſing the 
one and refuſing the other. By this £314 were likewiſe 
Service rewardable in it ſelf, as well as molt Ts 
2. To employ all the F 8 which he bad gi 
he gave them a Law, a compleat Model of all Truth, 
far as angelic Minds were capable of embracing it 
Was alſo. the Deſign of their beneficent, Governat 
Law, would both add to the Perfection of their Nature 
and intitle them - to an higher Reward, Which thejrigh 


3. In like Manner, when Gov. in his ppajniaſ 


ty: if 5 4 


5 
„ OT Ne meide Man frbm its g. of 'the Earth, 
n breathed into Rim the Breath of "Life, and cauſl 


„um c become à lying" Soul, endued with Power to 
4 chufe Good or Evil: e gave ro chis ftee, intelligent 


Creature, the ſame Law as to his firft born Children; 
Not wrote indeed Per Tables of Stone, or any cor- 
ruptible Subſtance, but engraven on his Heart by the 
Finger of 'Gov, wrote in the inmoſt Spirit both of 


far off, never hard to be underſtood; but always at 


Sun in che MWidſt of Heaven. | 
4. Such was the Original of the Law of Go p. With 


with Regard to the elder Sons of Goo,” it ſhone in its 
full Sptendor, or ever the Mountains were brought forth, 


was not Jong before Man rebelled againſt Gow, and by 
breaking 115 lorions Law, well mgh effaced' it out 


in the fame Mexfare as his Soul was alienated from the 


of his own Hands: But bein reconciled to Man. thro' 
the Son of his Love, he in ſome Meaſure re-inferibed 
his Law, on the Heart of his dark, ſinful Creature, 


and to walk un with thy G. 

5. And this he ſnewed not only to our firſt Parents, 
but likewiſe to all their Poſterigy, by that {rue Light 
which enlightens every Man that cometh into the World. 
But notwithſtanding this Light, all Fleſh had in Pro- 


choſe out of Mankind a dedalitr People, to 'whom he 
eads of this, becauſe they were flow of Underftand- 
ſaeckecking Generations. 


1 . And” thus it is, that the Lily of Go 18 now 
12 e to them that ænow not GoD⁰ - They hear 


Men and of Angels: To the Intent it might never be 
hand; and always ſhining with' clear Light, even 25 the 


Revird to Man, it was co-eval with his Nature; But 
or the Earth and the raund World were nad. But it 


his Heart; The Eyes of his Underſtanding being darkned, | » 
Life of Gov. And yet Gov did not deſpiſe the. Work 5 


He agal in /ewed thee, O Man, avhat is 90 (altho? not 5 
as in 125 Beginning) ven to 4b e and 10 Leue Mer Os 


ceſs of Time refer, their Way before him: Till he | 
Few a more perfect Knowledge of his Law. And the 


ing, he wrote on two Tables of Stone; Wich he com- 
manded the Fathers to teach their Children through all ' 


n the Hearing of the Ear, the Things chat were 5 7 
wed ein for our Inſtructlon. But this does 
horn Lack cannot we this Means een 


Ea < 


the Height and Depth and Length and Breadth there, 


of. Goh alone can reveal this by his Spirit. And fo 
he does to all that truly believe, in Conſequence, of 


that gracious Promiſe, made to all the Iſrael of Gop: 
Behold the Days come, ſaith the Loxb, that I avill 
male a new Covenant with the Houſe of lſrael. And 
this ſhall be the Covenant that 1 will make, 1 will. put 
25 Law in their inward Parts: And aurite it in their 
Hearts, and I will be their God, and they. ſhall be my 
_  Zeobte,  Jora ntilhe ShiffSe 1 4 non nana, Bo 

II. 1. The Nature of that Law which. was origi- 
nally given to Angels in Heaven; and Man in Paradiſe, 
and which Gop has ſo; mercifully promiſed. to write 


afreſh,” in the Hearts of all True Believers, was the 


Second Thing I propoſed. to ſhew. In order to which, 
I would firſt obſerve, That altho' the Law and he 
. Commandment ate ſometimes differently taken, (the 
- Commandment meaning but a Part of the Law) yet in 
the Text they are uſed as equivalent Terms, implying 
one and the ſame Thing. But we cannot underſtand 
here, either by one or the other, the Ceremonial Law. 
"Tis not the Ceremonial Law, whereof the Apoſtle 
Jays, in the Words above-recited, I had not known Sin 
but by the Law: This is too plain to need a Proof. 
Neither is it the Ceremonial, Law which faith, in the 
Words immediately ſubjoin'd, . Thou /oalt- not. covet. 
Therefore the Ceremonial Law has no Place in the 

prevent ů ĩ Ga LT ON 

22. Neither can we underſtand by: the Law mention'd 
in the Text, the Maſaic Diſpenſation, Tis true, the 
Word is ſometimes ſo underſtood : As when the A- 
poſtle ſays, ſpeaking to the Galatians, (c. iii. v. 17. 
The Covenant which was confirmed before (namely, with 
Abraham, the Father of the Faithful) he Laab, i. e. 
the Maſaic Diſpenſation, which was four hundred and 
thirty Years after, cannot diſannul. But it cannot be 
To underſtood in the Text; for the, Apoſtle never be: 
_ Rows ſo high Commendations as theſe upon that im- 


perfect and ſhadowy Diſpenſation. He no where af. 


firms, the Moſaic to be a ſpiritual Law: Or, that it 
is Holy and juſt and good. Neither is it true, that Gov 
_ «wull write that Law. in the Hearts of them whoſe Ini. 
 qaities Ie remembers no more. It remains, that the Law, 

emingntly ſo termed, is no other than the moral Law. 
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High- and Holy One that inhabiteth Hternity. It is 
Heß whom in his Effence no Man hath ſeen dr an ſee 
made viſible to Men and Angels. It is the Face of Go 

wn God: manifeſted to his Creatures as they arg © 
to bear it: Manifeſted to give and not to deſtroy © 
Li e; that they may fee Gop and live. It is the 
Heart of God diſcloſed to Man. Vea, in ſome Senſe 
ve may apply to this Law, what the Apoſtle ſays of 


Eugewe autre: The ſtreaming forth! or outheaming: of bis 
Glory, the expreſs Image of his Henn. 

4. If Vertue (ſaid the antient Heathen). could, 11 
ſume ſuch a Shape as that we cou'd behold her with 
our Eyes, what wonderful Love would ſhe excite in 
us!” If Virtue could do this! It is done already; 
The Law of Gop is all Virtues in one, in ſuch a 
Shape, as to be beheld. with open Face, by. all thoſe 

whoſe Eyes Gop hath enlighten d. What is the Law, 
but divine Virtue and Wiſdom, aſſuming a viſible 
orm? What is it, but the original Ideas of Truth 
and Good, which were lodged in the uncreated Mind 
rom Eternity, now drawn forth and cloathed witk 
uch a Vehicle, as to ee even to human Under. 
ae 
6. if oe we ſurvey the Law, of G05 in nder Point 


nalterable Rectitude: It is the everlaſting Fitneſs; of 
ll Things that are or ever where created. I am ſen- 
ible, what a Shortneſs, and even Impropriety there. is, 
n theſe and all other human Expreſſions, when we 
ndeavour. by theſe faint Pictures, to ſhadow. out the 
leep Things of Gov... Nevertheleſs, we have no bet- 
er, indeed no other Way, during this our infant State 
ff Exiſtence. As abe now know but in part, ſo we are 
onſtrained to propheſj, i, e. ſpeak - of the Things of 
ob, in part alſo. I, cannot order our Speech by Rea- 
2 of Darkneſs, while we are in this Houſe" of Clay, 
While I am @ Child, I muſt /peak. as a Child. But 1 
hall ſoon put away. childiſh 7 hingt. For when that 
hich. is perfect is come, that which, is in part Rell be 
ont. away. 


6. But to Let: The Law of 0 (ſpeaking * 
15 . n of. * is a Copy af the. ea 


i 1.5 Now: this Law is an ee Picture of e 


his Son, it is ar &bya ou Tg dotng; - 4 XAtpaxThe TG %; 


NS 


ff View, it is ſupreme, unchangeable Reaſon; It is 
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| Mind, 4 Trinfeript 
brighteſt Efflux of his effentiaF Wiſdom; the Viſible 
der of Cherubim and Seraphim and all the Conifany 
5 lerer, every well inſtructed Child of Gov upon Earth, 


. 3 of it: Not all, for that would: exceed the Wil 


Name, fays, The Wiſdom from Above (which is no o- 
* than this Law, uritten in our Heart) "is firſt pure, 


into the Lie as well as the Soul, ir is 445 the ſame 
| ; clean, holy. Otherwiſe it could not be the immediate 
Mixture with that which is unclean or unkoly. It ha 


a Sin. ated 
oh Therefore'i i is, chat the Apoſtle veel with ſuch 
Abhor 


Tas of Gow # either Sin itſelf; or the Cauſe of Sin 


its * are e and it n. i its native 


CES. 
of this Divine Nature: vi; It js 
of the Everlaſting Father, the 


che faireſt Offspring 
of the Moſt High. It is the Delight and Wot: 


of Heaven, and the Glory and Joy of every wiſe e. 


III. 1. Such is the Nature of the ever bleſſed Law 
of Gov. I am, in the third Place, to few the Pro. 


m-of an Angel. But thoſe only which are mention'd 
in the Text. Theſe are three: It ns Bol. 79. ion 
or” And ffrſt, The Law is Boh. 

2. In this Expreſſion the Apoſtle des not open 
to of its Effects, but rather of its Nature: As} 
St/ James ſpeaking of the ſame Thing, under another 


\ kk, owed © Wan A Þ ns foe dd eG oh. ta za «wo xs 


17% aym, ſchaſt, ſpotleſs, internalſy, eſſen. 
bes And confequently, When it is tranſcribed 


Apoſtle terms it) c. i. 27. Snort rabara x celui 
Pure Religion and undefiled; or, the 2 clean, un. 
polluted Worſhip d 

3. It is indeed, in the higheſt Degree, pure, chaſt, 


Na e "and much Tefs che expreſs Reſemblance of 
Gon; who is efferitial” Holineſs. It is pure from al 
Sin; clean arid) unſpotted from any Touch of Evil. I 
is 4 chaſt Virgin, incapable of any Deſilement, of any 


no Fellowſhip with Sin of any kind. For what Com 
munion hath Tight with Darkneſt#' As Sin is in it 
very Nature "Bamity to Ga, ſo his Law! is mer t to 


7 ee 2 ms CO PP, + hs . 


rence, that blaſphemous Suppoſition, that 7 


= 


| Gov. forbid, that we ſhould ſuppoſe, it is the Cauſe dd 
Sin, becauſe it is the Diſcoverer of it: Becauſe it de: 
tects the hidden Things of Darkneſs, and drags then 
out into open Day. Tis true, by this Means, (as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, v. 13.) Sin appears to be Sin. Al 


N n 8 
Deformity. Tis true, likewiſe, that Sin Ey the” #, 
mandment becomes exceeding finful.,:; Being now com- 
mitted againſt Light and Knowledge,. being ſtript even 
of the poor Plea of Ignorance, it loſes its Excuſe as 
well as Diſguiſe; and becomes far more odious both to 
Gop and Man, Vea, and it is true, that Sin: abo, 
Death by thai fobich is good, which itſelf i 46, pure and 
holy. When it is dragged out to Light, it rages the 
more: When it is. reſtrained, it burſts out with greater 


10 | Violence. Thus the A poſtle, {ſpeaking i in the Peron 
aof one, who. was convinced of, Sin, but not yet de- 
11 liver'd from it) Sin tubing Occaſion by the Commanament) 


detecting and endeayouring to reſtrain; it, diſdain d the 
Reſtraint, and ſo much the more wrought in me al! 
Manner of Concupiſcence, v. 8. All manner of fooliſh! and 
hurtful Deſire, which that Commandment ſought tg re: 
0. train. Thus xuben the Commandment came, Sin revived, 
„. 9. It. fretted and raged the more. But this is no Stain 
en. en = Commandment. Tho! it is abuſed, it cannot be 
fed lefiled.. This only proves, that the Heart of, Man is 
me. perately wicked. But the Law of, Gov is % fill. 
G5. And it i. Secondly, ,, It renders to all their 
Due. It preſcribes, exactiy what is right, preciſely 
hat ought to be done, ſaid or thought both with Re- 
gard to the Author of our Being, with Regard to ur- 
elves, and with Regard to every Creature which he 
as made. It is adapted in all Reſpects to che Nature 
df Things, of the whole Univerſe, and every. Individual. 
t is ſuited to all the Circumſtances e are eue and..to all 
eir mutual Relations, whether ſuch 
rom the Beginning, or ſuch as commenced in any 7 77 
9 Period. It is exactly agreeable. to the Fimeſ- 
es o Things, whether eſſential or accidental, 0 KR 
laſhes with none of theſe in an) Degree; nor is ever 
connected with them. If the Word be 9775 in 
hat Senſe, there is nothing arbitrary in the 
ob. Altho' ſtill the whole and every Part Tz 
ur, e benen — Wo 87 So. that th 12 85 


6. 3 But is * Will y of Ges tha Gant of 1 his 185 
| hing therefore right, becauſe 225 nals it? Dr does 5 


PSS I 4 


e a ! 12 wehte E W e e 


0D 


Ss; el. And perhaps, in the Manner it is uſually treat. 


| is due from a Creature; to the Creator: and Governor 
of all Things. Tis hardly decent for Mam to call 


- theleſs, with Awe and Reverence we may ſpeak a lit- 
ww conſidering Gop's Will as diſtinet from Goo. 
Gov'is the Cauſe of the Law of Geb. But the Will 
Law; is one and the fame Thing. 
Phi ngs, and on their eſſential Relations to each other: 
eternal (Relations of Things exiſting in Time, is little I. 


less than a Contradiction:) If, I ſay, this depends on 
che Nature and Relations 1 Things; then it muſt de- 


117 they all are end-were created 


is right, agreeable to the Fiteſs of "Things" to the Re- 
_ eafily infer from the Fountain whence it flowid. For 
we impute his. beſtowing upon Man the ſame Tranf- 


_ conſtrained him àfreſtr to manifeſt his Will to fallen 
hin, were come ſhort of the Gl ad Was k not 


x: "[ 10] | 
I foe this celadtated Queſtion is more dens than 


ed of, it does not ſo well conſiſt wich the Regard that 


the ſupreme God, to give an Account, to him! Never. 


tle. The Loi pardon us, if We ſpeak amiſs l 
7. It ſeems then, that the whole Difficulty ariſes, 


Otherwiſe it vaniſhes away. For none can doubt, but 
of Gop-4is God himſelf. It is Gos confidered/as wil- 


ling thus or thus. Conſequentiy, to fay, That the 
Will-of Gov; or chat Gen Hicaſetf is the Cauſe of the | 


8. Again if the Law, the fn rutable: Ras of Right 
and Wrong. depends on the Nature and Fitneſſes of 


(I yg not ſay; their eternal Relations j/ becauſe the 


end on Gov or the Will of God: Beeauſe thoſe 
hings themſelves, with all their Relations, are the 
Work of his Hands: By his Wi * fer: his Weener 


9. And yet it may be granted (dieb 1s probably be 
that # confiderate Perſon” would contend for) that 
n every particular Caſe, Gop wills this or this (fup- 
poſe that Men ſhould honour” their Parents) becauſe it 


lation Wherein they ſtand. 


to. The Law then is ciphe- and juſt SIDE all 
Things. And it is good as well as jf. This we may 


What was this, bat the Goodnefs of Gov? Wbat but. 
Goddneſs alone inclined him to impart that divine ffn 
Copy of Hintletf to the holy Angels? To what elſe can 
cript of his own Nature?! And what but tender Love! 


Man? Eicher to Alem, or any of his Seed, Who Hef. 


U 11 1 
mere Le ded him to publiſh. his Law, aſter 
the Underſtandings of Men were darkened? And to 
ſend his Prophets to declare that Law, to the blind, 
thoughtleſs Children of Men? doubtleſs his Goodneſs 
it was which) raiſed up Enoch and Noab, to be Preach- 
ers of ———— which .cauſed Abrabam, his 
Friend, and J/aac and Jacob, to bear Witneſs to his 
Truth, It Was his Goodneſs alone, which when Dar- 
10% had, cord he Earth, and thick Darkneſs the Peo- 
Me, gavea written Law to Moſes, and thro' him, to 
te. Nation whom he had choſen... It was his. Love 
hich explained theſe living Oradles by Dauid and all 
Prophets that followed: Until, when the Fulneſs 
f Time wð²as dome, he ſent his onhy / begotten Son, abt 
Y deſtroy the, Lane, bat: torfulflly, 10 confirm every Jot 
nd Tale thereof; till having wrote it in the Hearts 
of all: his Children, and put all kis Enemies under his 
beet, Ha al delizer up his mediatorial Hungen to 0 
Father, that Gon may be all in all. 
l, And, this Law which the: Goadneſs of Gop x — 
x firſt, and has preſerved. thro! all Ages, is, like the 
on bantain from whence. it. Springs, full of Goodneſs and 
le- Nenignity z ot;,15) mild and kind; it is (as the Pſalmiſt 
oſe N preſſes it) Avaeter lan Hovey, and h Honey Cumb. It 
the W winning and amiable. It ROY avhat/aever Things. 
ure Ire lovely or of good Report. . ¶ theug be, any Virtue, if 
ore és amy Praiſe befors Gan anf bis holy Angels, 

bly ey ars all compriaed in tis; Wherein are hid all the 
hat duns tbe Divine Wisdom 4nd. Knowledge and 
F) minis USioue: 515 
e it 12. Aud it ed Mink fe as "well ae.in its Na- 
re. As the Tree is, ſo are its Fruits. The. Fruits 
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WY It is God made manifeſt in gur-Fleth, and 
_ him etemal Life; aſſuting us by; that 
5 


fthe Law of Gon written in the Heart, are Righte-. 
neſs and: Peace and Aſſurance for ever. Or rather, the. 
au itſelf is Righteouſneſs, filling the Soul with.a Peace, 
at paſſeth all Undexſtanding, and cauſing us to rejoice 
jcrmore, in the, Teſtimony of a good. Conſcience; to- 
ud Gop. It is nat ſo properly a Pledge; as a Rar: 
f aur Inbenitances being a Part, of the purchaſed 


perfect Love, that we are ſcaled unto the Day 
Redemption : That he will Hare #s as @ Many/pareth 
12 * that Jerueth * in the * woes POO 


— 


— 


5 406 up his Ferwveli, and ar ks remaineth for ws a 
erer US Glory which fadeth not avay.” 9 
IV. 1. It remains only,” To ſhew; in thi Fourth and 
laſt Place, the Uſes ôf the Law. And the firſt Uſe of 
it without Queſtion is, to convince the World of Sin. 
This: ĩs indeed the peculiar Work of the Holy Ghoſt: 
Who can work it without any Means at all; or by 
whatever Means it pleaſeth him, however inſufficient in 
themſelves, or even improper to produce ſuch an Effect. 
And accordingly, there are ſome whoſe Hearts have 
been broken in Pieces in a Moment, eicher in Sickneſ 
or in Health, without any viſible Cauſe, or any out- 
= ward Means whatever. And” others (one in an Age) 
have been awakened to a Senſe” of the Mratb of Gon 
abiding on them, by hearing that Go , in ChRIer 
P the Warld unto himſelf. But it is che ordi- 
nary Method of the Spirit of God, to convict Sinners 
by the Law. It is this, which being ſet home on the 
_ Conſcience, generally breaketh the Rocks in Pieces. 
R is more eſpecially this Part of the Mord of Gon, 
Which in d, h bigſns,” quick and powerful, full of Life 
and Energy, and ſharper than any taub euged Sword. 
This in the Hand of God, and of theſe Whom he hath 
ſent, piertes thro all the Folds of a deceitful Heart, 
and divides aſunder even the Soul and Spirit, yea, as it 
were, the very inte and -Marrow:; By this is the 
Sinner diſcovered to himſelf.” All his Fig-leaves arc 
torn away, and he ſees that he is avretebed, and poor ani 
miſtrallè and blind and nd. The Law flaſhes Con 
viction on every Side. He feels himſelf a mere Sinner 
He has nothing to pay. His Mou 7s Hebe, and he 
85 fands wilty before God. x 
22. To ſlay the Sinner is dan the fr Uſe of the Law 
to deſtroy the Life and Strength wherein he truſts, anc 
_ Convince him that he is dead while he liveth; not on! 
under Sentence of Death, but actually dead unto Go 
. vöid of all Spiritual Life) dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins 
HII.) be ſecond Uſe of it is, to: bring him unto Life, unt 
1 0%, chat he may live. is true, in performing boli 
| —. © Heſe Offices, it acts the Part of a ſevere Sehool- maſtet 
It drives us by Force, rather than draws us by Love 
| And yet Love is the Spring of all. It is the Spirit dh 
MERGE Love, which by this painful Means, tears away o 
= — Eonſidence in the Fleſh, Which leaves us 0 broke 
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N 13 1 | 
Reed whereon to truſt, and ſo conſtrains the Sinner 
ſtript of all, to ery out in the Birterneſs of js m"__ | 
or groan in the Depth of his Heart, | | 
Give op every Plea beſide: | 
«© Lok, I am damn'd-—But view haſt died. |: 
ſt: © 3% The third Uſe of the Law is, to keep us 6585 
by It is the grand Means whereby the bleſſed Spirit pre- 
in ¶ pares the Believer for larger Communications of the 
N. Life of Goo. 
e I am afraid this great and important Truth is little 
els underſtood, not only by the World, but even by many 
ut-NUwhom Gov: hath taken out of the World; who are real 
ge (Children of 'Gop by Faith. Many of theſe lay it down 


on Fa an unqueſtioned Truth, that when we come to 


sr ensisr, we have done with the Law; and that in this 
di- Senſe Curtis 7: 3s the End of the Law, to every one that 
ers bel tb. The End of the Law 80 He is, for Righ- 
the Mrrou/ne/5, ſor Juſtification 2 every one that believeth. 
Herein the Law is at an End. It juſtifes none; but 
only brings them to CHaIs T. Who is alſo in another 
ReſpeR, the End or Scope of the Law, the Point at 
Which it continually aims. But when it has brought us 
Mito. him, it has yet a farther, Office, na namely, To keep 
os with him. For it is continually exciting all Belie. 
ers, the more they ſee of its Heighth and Depth and 
Length and, Breadth, 00 exhort one another ſo much 
; the FO | 

24091 + Cloſer mas} cloſer let us cleave. 


| To his beloy'd Embrace : 
*  Eaped his Fulneſs to ee V 
a And Grace to anſwer Grace. 


the entire Moſaic Diſpenſation; (for theſe Chriſt hath 

taken out- of the Way) Vea, allowing we have done 

with the Moral Law, as a Means of procuring our 

Wultification, (for we are Juſtificd freely by bis Grace, 

tbrough the Redemption mY is in Feſus) Vet in another 

; Penſe, we have not done with this Law. For it is ſtill 
A unſpeakable Uſe, Firſt, in convincing us of the Sin 


y 0 mereby keeping us cloſe to CarisT, that his Blood 
_ fernen from our 462d into bis Living Members, 
B 


1 whereby 


% * 


W . Allowing then that every Believer has done with EBT 
the Law, as it means the Fe=vi/b Ceremonial Law, or 


at: yet. remains both in our Hearts and Lives, and 


lay Cleanſe us every Moment; Secondly, in'deriving 


wands; and Thirdly, in confirming our Hope of what- 


4 


is it: He fees daily in that divine Mirror, more and 
more of his own Sinfulneſs. He ſees more and more 
_ clearly, that he is ſtill a Sinner in all Things; that 


Forehead (the Type of our Great High. Prieſt) hat 
Aron may bear the Iniquities of the haly Things, which 


upon. his Forehead, that: they may be accepted before. the 
6. To explain this by 2 ſingle. Inſtance. The Law 


Need of his Blood to atone for all my Sin; antl of his 
Spirit to purify my Heart, and make me perfect oof 


no more than | can ſpare CnRIS TU: Seeing I now want 
it as much, to keep me to CHRIST, as ever I wanted 


Unbelief would immediately - depart from the living Wt 


OE ES. 
whereby he empowers them to do what his Law com- 


ſoever it commands, and we have not yet attained; of 


receiving Grace upon Grace, till we are in actual Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Fulneſs of his Promiſe. 


= 


5. How clearly does this agree with the E e 
of every true Believer ?: While he cries out, O what 
Love have I unto thy Law! all the Day long is my Study 


FY 1 ad * 


neither his Heart nor his Ways are right before Goy. 
And that every Moment ſends him to CHRIST. This 
ſhews him the Meaning of what is written, Thou fralt 
make a Plate of pure Gold, an gramm upon it, Hol i- 
NESS TO THE LORD. And it ball be upon Aaron's 


the Children ef Ifrarl ſhall halloao, in all their holy 
Gifts : {ſo far are our Prayers or haly Things from a- 
toning for the reſt of our Sins!) And it hall Be always 


a = * © wc tos aa 2! 4 0a aa. 0c mm A. a. 


Lord. Exodus xxviii. 36, 38. 


SS. 


ſays, Thou. ſhalt nat fill, and hereby (as aur Lo 
teaches) forbids not only outward Acts, hut every un- 
kind Word or Thought. Now the more 1 look into 
this perfect Law, the more feel how far I come ſhort 
of it: And the more I feel this, the more I feel my 


7. Therefore I cannot ſpare the Law one Moment, 
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it to bring me to Him. Otherwiſe, this ui Heart of 


Gop. Indeed each is continually ſending me to the 
other, the Eaw to CnRIsT, and CRRIST to the Law. 
On the one Hand, the Height and Depth uf the Law 


cConſtrain me to fly to the Love of Go in Cur 157. 


On the other, the Love of Go in CHAISπ, endearsiþ 
the Law to me abowe Gold or: precious Stones: Secing 1 


wt 
/ 


T1 - 
- BD know every. Part of i it, is a gracious Promiſe, which 
„my Loxp will fulfil in its Seaſon. 
f 8. Wno art thou then, O Man, that indgeft- the 
- Lu, ani fprakesft evil. of the. Law? That rankeſt it 
with Sin, Satan and Death, and ſendeſt them all to 
e Hell together! The Apoſtle James eſteemed judging 
:t or eating Evil 'of the Law, ſo enormous a Piece of 
{4 Wickedneſs, that he knew not how to aggravate the 
d Guilt of judging our Brethren, more than by ſhewing 
re it included this. Sa zow, ſays he, hom art not a Doer 
at Wl of the Law, but a Fudge! A Judge of that which Gap 
b. bath ordained to judge thee. 80 thou haſt ſet up thy 
is ſelf in the — 2 of Cunts, and caſt down 
the Rule whereby he will judge the World! O take 
- Knowledge: what Advantage Satan hath gained over 
I thee! And for the Time to come, never think or ſpeak 
lightly of, much leſs dreſs up as a Scare- crow this bleſ- 
ſed lofirament of the Grace. of Gop. Yea, love and 
Lalue it for the Sake of Him from whom it came, and 
of Him to. whom it leads. Let it be thy Glory and Joy, 
next to the Croſs of CAIsT. Declare its Praiſe, and 
make it honourable before all Men. | | 
| 9. And if thou art throughly convinced, That it is 
aw the Offspring of God, that it is =. Copy of all his i _ 
xD; table Perfections, and that it is holy, and juſt and good, 
un- ¶ but eſpecially to them that believe: Then inſtead of 
nto caſing it away as a polluted Thing, ſee that thou 
zort (cleave to it more and more. Never let the Law of 
my [Mercy and Truth; of Love to Gop and Man, of Low- 
his Mlineſs, Meekneſs and Purity forſake thee. Bind it a- 
and ¶ bout "thy Neck: Write it on the Table of thy Heart. 
Keep cloſe to: the Law; if thou wilt keep cloſe to 
Neastsr: Hold it fat: Let it not go. Let this con- 
tinnally lead thee to the atoning Blood, continuallß 
confirm thy Hope, till all 20e Righteouſnef; of the Law 
s fulfilled in thee, . art n with all the Ful- 
5 of GOD. 
10. And if thy 1 hath aleady fulfilled his 
Word, if He hath . already written bis Law in thy 
tart, then ſtand faſt in that Liberty, ' wherewith 
Nuster bath made thee free: Thou art not only made 
ee from: Fexv; Ceremonies, from the Guilt of Sin 
d.the Fear of Hell: {Theſe are fo far from being the 
Whole, hat they are the leaſt and loweſt Parc, of _ 


md , F 
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Chriſtian Liberty:) But what is infinitely more, from 
the Power of Sin, from ſerving the Devil, from offend- 
ing Gop. O ſtand faſt in this Liberty, in Compariſon 
of. which, all the reſt is not worthy: to be named. 
Stand faſt in loving Gop with all thy Heart, and ſerv. 
ing Him with all thy Strength. This is perfect Free- 
dom; thus to keep his Law, and to walk in all his 
- Commandments blameleſs: Be not intangled again with 
the Yoke of Bondage. I do not mean of Feaosſb Bon- 
dage: nor yet of Bondage to the Fear of Hell: Theſe, 
I truſt, are far from thee. But beware of being in- 
tangled again with the Voke of Sin, of any inward or 
outward Tranſgreflion of the Law. Abhor Sin far 
more than Death and Hell; abhor Sin itſelf, far more ] 
than the Puniſhment of it. Beware of the Bondage off 
Pride, of Deſire, of Anger; of every evil Temper of; 
Word or Work. Look unto IESsUs, and in order there-· 
to, /ook more and more into the perfect Laab, ibe Law} 
of Liberty. And continue therein: So ſhalt thou dai 
_ grow in Grace and in the Knowleage of au LORD JESU 
.CurisT.. E M TSA RD307: 4:4 Me 
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a Rom. 111. 31. A * N . N SAY IM: th 


Do we then make void the Law, thro Fajth ? Goof 
N A-) 4.75, wo 


81 Paul having in the Beginning of this Epiſtle 
0 laid down his general Propoſition, namely, Th: 
the Goſpel of Curi1sT is the, Poxber of Gon unto Salva 
tion, to everyone ihat beliewethi: The powerful Means 
whereby Go makes every Believer a Partaker of pre 
ſent and eternal Salvation, goes on to ſhew that ther 
is no other Way under Heaven, whereby Men can 
ſaved. He ſpeaks particularly of Salvation from th 
Guilt of Sin, which he commonly terms Juſtification 


| OM | by Wann 
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SPI 
IM coul plead their own Innocence, he proves at large 
d. by various A ts, addreſt to the Jews as well as 
on the Heathens. Hence he infers (in the 19th Verſe of 
el. Wl this Chapter) That every Mouth, whether of Jew or Hea- 
v. ¶ then, muſt Ir fope from excuſing or juſtifying himſelf, 
ee · ¶ and all the World become guilty before Gov. Therefore, 
his faith he, by his own Obedience, by the Works of the 
Hh Law, fall no Fleſh beguſtified in his Sight, v. 20. But 
on. row the Righteouſneſs of Go without the Law, with- 
ele, out our previous Obedience thereto, is manif? ech v. 
in- 21. Even the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by Faith 
of JaSUs CHRIST, unto all and upon all that believe, 
v. 22. For there is no Difference, as to their Need of 
Juſtification, '-or the Manner wherein they attain it. 
For all bawe fiunti and re of the Glory of Gov, 
(v. 23-) the glorious Image of Gop wherein the 
-{ were created: And all (who attain) are Juftified freely 
his Grace, through the — that is in Jesus 
HREST: v. 24. Wham Gop bath ſet forth to be 4 
Propitiation, thro' Faith is bis Bload-—v. 25. That be 
night be juft, and yet the Fuftifier of bim which believeth 
in Jesus; v. 26. that without any Impeachment to 
his Juſtice, he might ſhew him Mercy for the Sake of 
that Propitiation. Therefore we conclude, (which was 
Ie grand-Poſition he had . undertaken to eſtabliſh} 
That @ Man'is Juſti Yo by Faith, without the W orks T 2 
Ib Law. v. 28. 5 
„2. It was vaſy to foreſee: an Objection which might | 
H. Ire made, and which has in Fact been made in all 
Wages: namely, That to fay we! are juſtified without » 
Jie Works" of the Law, is to aboliſh bo Law. The 
Apoſtle, without r into a formal Diſpute, ſimply 
denies the Ch Do aur then, ſays he, make void the 
2 gen Faith? Gov farbid! Fea, We Habe 
the La. 


when he ſays, I Maris. juftified without the Works of 
hr" Laws means only the Ceremonia! Law, is abun- 
Nancy confuted by theſe very Words. For did St; 
WPaut eftabli the Ceremonial Law? It is evident, he 


: a! -openly avowed his doing fo. It was the Moral 
tion ane en of which he might truly val we do not 
on eke e this ebrough Faith. hn, 


i . 
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3. The frange Imagination of ſome, chat St. Paul, + 


lid not. He did male void that Law through Faith, 


«jp | — 1 1 8 ] | A 
wo But all Men are not herein of his Mind. Ula ſp 
there are who will not agree to this. Many in all I Ct 
Ages of the Church, even among thoſe who bore the i te 
Name of Chriſtians; have contended; That the Faith MI I. 
ouce delivered to the Saints, was deſigned to make void iff th 
the whole Law. They would no more ſpare the Mo- h. 
ral than the Ceremonial Law, but were for hcaving,” as Il fa 
it were, both. in Pieces before the Loab: Vehemently | is 
maintaining, «If you eſtabliſn any Law, CxzrsT will to 
profit you nothing : Onaler is ri yu no TOP to + OX G 
ye are fallen from Grace... v. 
5. But is the Zeal of theſe Men accord 10 Midi he 
ledge? Have they obſerved the Connection between I nc 
the Law and Faith? And that conſidering that cloſe I he 
Connection between them, to deſtroy one is indeed to N 
deſtroy both? That to aboliſh the Moral Law is in L 
Truth, to aboliſh Faith and the Law together? As i th 
leaving no proper Means, either of bringing us to to 
Faith, or of //irring: up that Gift of Gon in our Soul: fe 
6. It therefore behoves all-who-defire either to come th 
to CurIsT, or to:walk in Him whom they have receiv- yt 
| ed, to take heed how they make void the Law through th 
Feith ; to ſecure us effectually againſt which, let us en- bt 
quire, Firſt, which are the moſt uſual Ways: of making ll fo 
void the: Law thro* Faith, and Secondly, How we may F. 
follow the Apoſtle, and by Faith efabliſb the Law. pe 
I. 1. Let us, Firſt, inquire, Which are the moſt uſual 
Ways of making. void the Law through. Faith." Now o 
the Way for a Preacher to. make it all void at a Stroke, tu 
is, not to preach at all. This is juſt the ſame Thing, 
as to blot it out of the Oracles of -Gop: More eſpe - E 
cially when it is done with Deſign; when it is made af y 
Rule, „ not to preach the Law.“ And the very 
| Phraſe, «A Preacher-of the Law,” is uſed as à Term 
- of Reproach, as tho' it meant W leſs than, . an 
Enemy to the Goſpel ! ama? e 
2. All chis 3 fees che. deepeſt Ignorance. 0 
"the Nature, Properties. and Uſe of the Law: And 
proves that thoſe: who act thus, either know notſ in 
Cugisr, are utter Strangers to the living Faith: Or at ju 
leaſt, that they are but Babes in CRI er, and as ſuch E 
a wnſtilled in the Word af Righteouſneſs.” b 
3. Their grand Plea is this: That en the Þ 
Golpel that. wy ne 70 their * the . 


peiking'of nothing but the Sufferings and Merits of 
Cbriſtj anſwers all the Ends of the Law. But this we ut- 
terly deny. It does not antwer the very firſt End of the 
Law, namely, the convincing Men of Sin, t the awakening 
thoſe who are aſleep on the Brink of Hell. Thee may 
have been here and there an exempt Caſe; One in a Tho. 
ſand may have been awakened by the Goſpel. But this 
is no general Rule. The ordinary Method of Gov, is 
to convict Sinners by the Law, and that only. 'The 
Goſpel is not the Means which Gos hath ordained;vor 
Which our Lon p Himſelf uſed, for this End. We 
have no Authority in Scripture for applying it thus, 
nor any Ground to think it will prove effectual. Nor 
have we any more Ground to expect this, from the 
Nature of the Thing. They that be aubole, as our 
Lozp Himſelf obſerves, need not a; Phyſician, but they 
that be fiet. It is abſurd therefore to offer a Phyſician 
to them that are whole, or that at leaſt imagine them: 
ſelves ſo to be. Vou are firſt, to convince them that 
they are ficx. Otherwiſe they will not thank you for 
your Labour. It is equally abſurd to offer CHRIS to 
them, whoſe Heart is 5 white,” having never yet been 
broken: It is in the proper Senſe, caſting Pearls be- 
fore Sabine. Doubtleſs hey" avill: trample them under 
Foot. And it is no more than you have ne to ex. | 
pect, if they alſo turn again and reut nm.. 
4. But altho' there is no Command in Scripture; to 
offer Chriſt to the careleſs Sinner, yet are there not Scrip: 
tural Precedents for it? - Lithink not: I know not any; 
believe you can't produce one, either from the four 
Evangeliſts, or tile 4 f the Apoſties. Neither can 
vou prove this to have been the Practice of any of the 
ene from any Paſſage in all their Writing. 
5. Nay, does not the Apoſtle Paul Tay; in his Gor: 


mer Epiſtle to the: Corinthians, Mes preach Chriſt 'craci- . 


fed C. i. v. 23. And in his latter, We preach nur dure N 
felvei, but Chriſt Jeſus the bean c. u. V... 
We conſent to reſt the Cauſe on this Iſſue: to tread 
in his Steps, to follow his Example. Only preach you, 
Cod as St. ee A ee and the Diſpute is at an 
nd. e "Ti 

Far altho we are certain he iced Chriſt, in "ns £ 
ect Manner as the very Chief of the Apoſtles, 
vet O preached the Law more than St. Paul? 'There- 


* 4 


a y + Hoa 
fore he FR not think the Goſpel anſwered chd ſand End. 
6. The very firſt Sermon of St. Paul's, which is re- 
corded, concludes in theſe Words. By Him all that be. 
lie we are juſtified from all Things, from which.ye could 

rot boliuſtified by the Law of Moſes. Beware therefort 
L that come upon you which 1s ſpoken of in the Prophets, 
Behold ye Deſpiſers aud wonder and periſh. For Lavort a 
Wark in your Days, à Wark which you will in no <orfe be- 
Liebe, tho @ Man declare it unto you, As xiii. 39," c. 
No it is manifeſt, all this is preaching the Law, in 
the Senſe wherein you underſtand the Term: Even al- 
tho great Part of, if not all their Hearers, were either 

Fes or religious Profelytes, v. 43, and thereſore pro- 
bably many of them, in ſome Degree at leaſt, con. 
vinced: of Sin already. He firſt reminds them, 3 
they could not be: juſtified by the Law of Moſes, - but 
only by Faith in Chr; and then ſeverely threatens 
them with en ee 
ſtrongeſt Senſe preaching the Law. 

22 In his new Diſcourſe, chat to the Heathens at 
bots. (e. xiv. v. 15, Cc.) we do not find ſo much 
as the Name of Chriff, The whole Purport of it is, 
That they ſhould turn from thoſe vain Idols, unto tht 
Living GOD, Now confeſs the Truth. Do not you 
think, if you had been there, you could have preached 
much. better than he? I ſhould not wonder, if you 
thought too, That his preaching  /. 344, occaſion'd his 
being % ill treated: And that his being fonte, was a 
5 l. IJndgment upon him, for not preaching Cbriſt“ 

8. ar Abe RON hre be ſpralig in and 
came trembling, aud fell dun befub Paul and Silas, 
end ſaid, Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved? e. 
diately _ Believe in the Lord Jefus Chriſt. (c. xvi. 
v. 29. Cc.) And in the Caſe of one ſo deeply convin- 
ced of Sin, ho would not have faid e But 
to the Men of Aubent you find him ſpeaking in a quite 
different Manner, reproving their Coperſition, Igno- 
trance and Idolatry, and ſtrongly moving them to re- 
pent, from the Conſideration of future Judgment, and 
oft the Reſurrection from the Dead, (e. xvii. v. 24, 31.) 
Likewiſe when Felix ſent for Paul, on Purpoſe that he 
might. bear him concerning 'the Faith in Chriſt; inſtead 
of preaching Chriſt in your Senſe, (which would proba- 
5 128 have cauſed the Governor — to mock, or te 
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contrad ict ad OO. he reaſoned of Oy 


7, empkrance, and Judgment ta come," till Felix -(harden'd 


as he was) zrembled. (ce. XXiv. v. 24, ZF) G0 thou 
and tread in his Steps..*. Preach” Chriſt to the careleſs 
Sinner, by reaſaniag of Righteouſneſs, Temperance; rand 
Judgment to ee, gl! wh Mold Note? 
9. If you ſay, But he Steathed Chrif in a different 
Manner in his Epiſfles : TLanſwer, He did not there 
preach at all: Not in that Senſe wherein we ſpeax: 
For preaching in dur pre it Queſtion, means, {peaking 
wt a Congregation: -© But waving this; "I anſw 
His Epiſtles are directed, not to Unbelievers, ſacl 
as 2 40 wWe are now ſpeaking of, but 0 the Saints * 
Go in Rome; Corinth, Philippi, and other Places. Now 


unqueſtionabiy he would ſpeak mbre of Chu to theſe, 


than to thoſe who were without / Gop in the: World. 
And yet, 3. Every one of theſe is full of the Law, E- 


ven the Epiſtles to the Romans and the Galatians: In 
both of Which he does what you term preaching the 


e and that to Believers as well as Unbelievers. 


10. From hence tis plain, you know. hot What "ea 5 
to preach. Chriſt; in the [Senſe of the Apoſtle. For 
doubtleſs St. Paul Judged himſelf to be preachiug Cbri, 


both to Felix, and at Antigah, Lyftra, and Athens. 
rom whoſe Example every thinking Man; muſt inferz 
That not only the Bias the Love of Chriſt to Sin: 


ners, but alſo the declaring That He will come from 
e's: Senſe; 


Heaven in Fire, is, in the 
preaching. Chriſt: Vea, in the full ſcriptural: Meaning 


of the Word, To: Preach: Ghrift; is, To preach what 


He has revealed, either in the Old or New Teſtament: 
Soithat then you are as really preaching Chriſt, when 


you are ſaying, The. Wicked: faall be turned inte; Hell 1 
arget God, as when voi are 
W n k ASE rnd | 


and all the People that 
ſaying, Bebold the: La 
the Sin of. the World! ' Ant: 13 


10, Conſider this well; That to ado Chriſt; is to 
preach all Things that Chriſt hath ſpoken; all his Fro | 
miſes, all his Threatnings and Commands; all that i- 
written in his Book. And then you will know ho. H 
Peach Corift, without making void tlie Law. %% 
11 But does not the greateſt eee, THR 
Diſcourſes, wherein we pecaliarly preac 
bus e oF Tori Ep 4 7 $70739 en 209.1 | 24071 
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the Me | 


Probably; when we: e bann of 
1 or of Believers, theſe will be attended with 
che greateſt Bleſſing: Becauſe. ſuch Diſcourſes are pecu- 
liarly ſuited to their State. At ſeaſt they will uſually 
convey the moſt Comfort. But this ———— 
greateſt Bleſſing. I may ſometignes receive a far 
er, By a Diſcburſe that cuts me to the Heart and hum. 
ches me to the Duſt. Neither ſhould L receive that 

Comfort, if I were to or hear no Diſcourſes 
8 of . Theſe by conſtant Ne. 

would loſe their Force and grow more ani 
more flat and dead: Dill at length they would bedome 
a dull Round of Words, without any Spirit or Life or 
Virtue. S0 that thus t preach Chriſt, muſt in Proceſ 
of Time, make void the Goſpel as well as the Law. 
II. 1. A ſecond Way of making uad the. Law thri 
Faith, is, the teaching that Faith ſuperſedes the Ne. 
ceſſity of Holineſs. - This divides itſelf into a thouſand 
iſmaller Paths: and many there are that walk therein. 
Indeed there are few as wholly eſcape it: Few who 
are convinced, we are ſaued by Faith, but are ſooner 
or later, e or ids, drawn aſide into this By-way. 
2. All thoſe are drawn into this By-way, who, ul it WV! 

be not their ſettled. Judgment that Faith in Chri/ 

ttirely ſets. afide the Neceflity of keeping his Law, 7 ＋ 
ſuppoſe either. 1. That Holineſs is leſs neceſſary now HI 
than it was before Chriſt; or, 2. That a leſs Degree of 
it is neceſſary; or, 3. That it is leſs neceflary to Belic- N. 
- yers than to others. Vea, and ſo are all thoſe,” who WP: 
altho' their Judgment be right in the general, yet think 
they may take more Liberty in particular Caſes, than fre 
they could have done before they : believed. Indeed 
the Uſing the Term Liberty, . 
Liberty from Obedience or Holineſa, ſhews at once 
chat their Judgment is perverted, and that they are 
guilty of what they imagined to be far from them, 
namely, of making void the Law thro" Faith. By ſup- 
mo Faith to ſuperſede Holineſs... 

. The firſt Plea of thoſe who teach this, n e 
is, IO 'we are now under the Covenant of Grace, 
„ Works: And therefore we are no longer under the 
17 5 of performing the Works of the Law.. 
And — 925 under che Covenant of Works? | 
None but Zr dre 3 Flt 3 0 


_; 


* [ 2351 . 9 
8 ander that Covenant, which required kerſect, | 

ier Obedience, as the oge Condition of Accep- 

ance; and left no Place for Pardon, upon the. very 
ealt Tranſgreſſion. But no Man elſe was. under this, 
either Jew nor Gentile, neither before Chri/t. non 
ce. All his Sons were and are under the Covenant 
of Grace; the Manner of their Acceptance is this: 

he. free, Grace of Gop thro' the Merits of Chrift,, 
gives Pardo to them that believe; that believe with 
ſuch a Faith as working * E produces. all Obedi- 

ence and Holineſs. 

4 The Caſe is not 8 1 48. you, FRAY that 
len were once more obliged to obey. God, or to work. 
he Works of his Law than they are nono. This is a 
Suppoſition, you cannot make good. But we ſhould. 
have been obliged, if we had been under the Cove- 
ant of Works, to. have done thoſe Works antecedent to 
eceffary as * are not ee to our Acceptance, 

but conſequent upon it. Therefore the Nature of che. 
ovenant of Grace, gives you no Ground, no Encou- 
agement at all, to ſet aſide any Inſtance or Degree, of, 

bedience, any Part or Meaſure of Holineſs, FL 
5. 5 But,are we not juflified by Faith avithout the Warks, 3H 


et 1g the: 'Law?” Undoubtedly we are, without the Works. 
1 Neither of the Ceremonial or the Moral Law. And, 


zou'd to Gop all Men were convinced of this. It. 
ou'd prevent innumerable Exils: Antinomianiſm, in 
particular ; for generally ſpeaking, they are the Phari- 
ces Who make the Antinomians. Running into an Ex · . 
an Wrcme ſo palpably contrary, to Seripture, they occaſion. 
ed thers to run into the oppoſite one. Theſe ſeeking io 
or Epe juſtified by Works, eh thoſs from allowing any 
ce W lace for them 
re 6. Bat the Truth lis between. both. We 8 , 
m, Meſs ju/tified by Faith. This is the Corner Stone of the 
p. Pie Chritian Building. We are juſtified without. the, 
orks of the Law, as any previous Condition of Juſti- 
ly, FPeation, But they are an immediate Fruit of that 
Faith, whereby. we aze- juſtified. - So- that if Good 
Vorks do not follow our Faith, even all inward and 
outward Holineſs, it is plain our Faith is nothing worth; 
care yet in our Sins. Therefore, 9 
ed 98 Faith, even * Faitb without N FRO n n 
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by ing that Faith is a Diſpenfatidii, ſrom any kind 4 
or egree of Holitieſs> 4 20! 02921 v3 e DAS c. $ 


erb not, that till that Mosten worketh no good Work: n 
5 Neither can he; for an Evil Tree cannot bring forth 
good Fruit. 3. That He juſtifſes him by "Faith alone, e! 
| 3 4 rt 285 Goodneſs or Righteouſneſs preceeding ; 

t 


aſſert, Holineſs" [cannot precerd" Juſtification: © But not, 
Fhat it need not oled it. St. Paul therefore gives 


Laab thro Faith, which is more common than either 
of the former. And that! is, The doing it Pradtically: 


Aving, as if Faith Was deſigned to cake us Den Ho. 


> <8 How earneſtly does the Apoſtle g "ee oh againſt his! 
in thoſe well: known. Words: What thin'? Shall wut 


60 D forbid! Romani vi. 15. A Caution which it is 


_  needful nn to thay - och becauſe'ir' is "or the laſt 
; 4 PRINT: 8 | 


. USP: 
| cen for mating void the Law' Hove Faith: r Her 


5 7 «Nay; but does not St. Paul expreſiy ſay bn x 
bin that workth not, but belt verb on Him that . 


ei nue Uu Coally, his” Faith" id counted fur Ri ghreouſniſs? 1 
And does it 1 880 follow from hence, pat Faith is to a.. 
Believer in the Room, in the Place of Righteouſneſs? 


or Holineſs, what Need is there of this too?“ 

This, it maſt be acknowledged, comes home to the 
Point, and i is indeed the maiff Pillar of Antinomilniſm. 
And yet it needs not a long or laboured Anſwer. We 


ale. T. TAG Jer the Unzodly, bim that till N., 
that Hour is totally un; godly, full of alf Evil, void of. 


all Good. 2. That He juſtifies the Ungeu bat bol. 


Faith" 75 then counted to bim "far Righte- T 
95 Fe namely, for pretecming Righteouſneſs fi ki Gon 
thro” the Merits of Chrift; accepts him that” believes, 
as if he had already” fulflled all Righteouſneſs.” But . 
what is all this to your Point? The Apoſtle does not 
ſay, either here or elſewhere, That this Faith is count- 
ed to him for ſubſequent "Righteonſneſs.' He does teach, Ml. 


that there is no Righteouſneſs before Faith! But where M'” 


does lie "teach; That chere is none after it? He does 


you no Colour for mating word the Lab,; by teaching 0 
chat Faith ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of Holineſs.” My 
III. 1. There is yet another Way of mating word th: i © 


The making it void in Fact, tho' not in Principle: The 


Heſs. £03 FLOORS ea 4 8 "3% 


fon, becauſe wwe are not under the Law, hut under Grace? 


- 


* : - 


2. The, being ander the Lazy may here mean, 1. The 
ing obliged to obſerve the Ceremonial Law. 2. The 
being obliged to conform to the whole Me/z7c Inſtitu- 
ion. 3. The being obliged to keep the whole Moral 
aw, as the Condition of our Acceptance with Gop; 
and, 4. The being under the Wrath and Curſe of 
ob, under Sentence of Eternal Death: under a Senſe 
f Guilt and Condemnation, full of Horror and flaviſh 
CC F I 
3. Now although a Believer is not without Law to 
OD, but under the Law to ChRIST, yet from the 
oment he believes, he is not ander the Laao, in any 
f the preceding Senſes. On 25 contrary, he is under 


8 


race, under a more benigi, gracious Diſpenſation. 


b \s he is no longer under the Ceremonial Law, nor 
„ ider the Meſaic Inſtitution; as he is not obliged to 
Heep even the Moral Law, as the Condition of his Ac- 


eptance: So he is deliver'd from the Wrath and the 
urſe of God, from all Senſe of Guilt and Condemna- 
ion, and from all that Horror and Fear of Death and 
Jell, whereby he was all his Life before ſubject to Bon- 


„., And he now performs, (which while under the 
uw he could not do) a willing and univerſal Obedi- 
ot ice. He obeys not from the Motive of. {laviſh Fear, 


but on a nobler Principle, namely, The Grace of Gov 


> Wrought.in Lore. TK 


4. What then? Shall this Evangelical Principle of 
Action, be leſs powerful than the Legal? Shall we be 
els obedient to Gop from filial Love, than we were 
rom ſervile Fear ? e n,, at Bd os 
Tis well, if this is not a common Caſe; if this 
Practical Antinomianiſm, this unobſerved Way of a 
ng void the Law through. Faith, has not infected thou- 


„ol Believer, ; 
he Has it not infected you? Examine yourſelf honeſtly 
0. Ind cloſely. Do you not do now, what you durſt not. 


ave done when you was ander the Laab, or (as we 


1% Nommonly call it) ander Convidlion? For Inſtance. 
uon durſt not then indulge yourſelf in Food, You 
„ook juſt what was needful, and that of the cheapeſt 
ind, Do you not allow yourſelf more Latitude now? 
aft 


Jo «you not indulge yourſelf a liitle more than you 
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[26] 
did? O beware, leſt you /n, becauſe you are not undi 
the Law, but under Grace?” e ! eae. a 
F. When you was under Conviction, you durſt not 
indulge the Luft of the Eye in any Degree. Youſl 
would not do any thing, great or ſmall, merely to gra, 
tify your Curioſity. _ You regarded only Cleanlineſs 
and Neceſſity, or at moſt very moderate Convenience, 
either in Furniture or Apparel; Superfluity and Finery 
of whatever Kind, as well as faſhionable Elegance, 
were both a Terror and an Abomination to you. 
Are they ſo ſtill? Is your Conſcience as tender now 
in theſe Things, as it was then? Do you ftill follow 
the ſame Riſe both in Furniture and Apparel, tram- Ii 
pling all Finery and Superfluity, every Thing uſeleſs, {Le 
every Thing merely ornamental, however faſhionable, the 
under Foot? Rather, Have you not reſumed what you H. 
had once laid afide, and what you could not then uſeſW: 1 
without wounding your Conſcience ? And have you the 
not learned to fay, O, I am not /o /erupulous now. the 
1 would to Gop you were! Then you would not /« fe: 
thus, becauſe you are not under the Law, but under Grace. M. 
6. You was once ſcrupulous too of commending any“ 
to their Face; aud ftill more, of ſuffering any to com- du. 
mend you. It was a Stab to your Heart: You could 
not bear it: You ſought for the Honour that cometlſyo 
of Gop only. "You could not endure ſuch Converſati-W Or 
on: nor any Converſation which was not good, to the 4 
Uſe of edifying. All idle Talk, all trifling Diſcourſe lip 
you abhorred; you hated as well as feared it, being Di 
deeply ſenſible of the Value of Time, of every preci- I th. 
ous Moment, In like Manner, you dreaded and ab- ia 
horred idle Expence: valuing your Money only leſs I fi. 
than your Time; and trembling leſt you ſhould ben 
found an unfaithful Steward of the Mammon of Un- to 
eee e ey 
Do you now look upon Praiſe as deadly Poiſon, 
which you can neither give nor receive but at the Pe. 
ril of your Soul? Do you till dread and abhor af 
Converſation; which does not tend to. the Uſe of edi- 
fying; and labour to improve every Moment, that it 
may not paſs with6ut leaving you better than it found 
you? Are not you leſs carefull as to the Expence 
both of Money and Time? Cannot you lay out either, 
as you could have done fince? Alas! How has th 


0 


1 
* 
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| "EE, ai 
which ſhould have been for your Health, proved an Oc: 
afion. of Fallin ? How have you ſinned, becauſe you 
as not under be Law, but under © re 
7. God forbid you ſhould any longer continue thus 
o turn the Grace of Gop into Laſciviouſneſs #,* Þ 
\ember, how clear and ſtrong a Conviction you once = 
had, concerning all theſe Things. And at the ſame 
Time you was fully Caticfhed, from whom that Con- 
vigion came. The World told you, you was in a De- 
Iafon : But you knew, It was the Voice of Gov. In 


Wiheſe Things you Was not 70 ſerupulons then; but you 
Ire not now-/crupulous ugh 


* 


enough. Go kept. you longer 
In that painful School, that you might learn thoſe great 
eſſons the more perfectly. And have you forgot 
chem already? O recolle& them, before it is too late. 
'MHave you ſuffered ſo many Things in vain?- I truſt it 
i not yet in Vain. Now uſe the. Conviction without 
the Pain: Practiſe the Leſſon without the Rod. Let not 
me Mercy of God weigh leſs with you now, than his 
N bery Indignation did before. Is Love a leſs powerfull 
„ Motive than Fear 7 If not, let it be an invariable Rule,. 
y I will do nothing new I am under Grace, which 1 
n. Mdurſt not have done when under the C 
11 s. I cannot include this Head, without exhorting 
eth you. to examine yourſelf likewiſe touching Sins of 
Omiſſion. Are you as clear of theſe, now yen are un- | 
the der Grace, as you was when under the Laab! How di- 3 
ri ligent was you then in hearing the Word of Go ? by 
ing Did you neglect any Opportunity ? Did you. not attend. 
ci. thereon Day and Night? Would a ſwall Hindrance * 
ab- have kept you away > A little Buſineſs? AViſiant?, A 

les light Diſpoſition? A ſoft. Bed? A dark or cold Morn- 

bel ing Did not you then faſt often? Or aſe Abſtinence 
Jn- to the utmoſt of your power? Was not you much in 
Prayer, (cold and heavy as you Was) While you Was 
fon, hanging over the Mouth of Hell? Did you not ſpeak 
pe- and not ſpare, even for an unknown GoD ? Did you 
an not boldly plead his Cauſe? Reprove Sinners? Aud 
edi- avow the Truth, before an adulterous Generation? 
And are you now a Belieyer in Chriſt Have you the 
Faith that avercometh the World] What! andareyouleſs 
hence zealous for your Maſter now, than you Was when you 
ir Ml knew: Him not! Less diligent in faſting, in Prayer, i 


30 
bearing bis Word, in calling Sinners to Gop?' O re- 


"Ty" 
pent. see and feel your grievous Lofs! Remember oi 
from whence' you are fallen! Bewail your. Unfaithful. eſt 
neſs! Now be zealous and do the firſt Works; left ih” 
you continue to make word the Law- thro Faith, God 


cut you off, and eint) 22 e Portion with the Un. 
believers! „ 7 


SERMON III. 


Ron. ili. 31. 1 


rl Do we then maße void the Laty thro Faith? Gor 
* _ forbid! Yea, we ePabliſh the Law. 


6 

| ne 
T has been ſhewn in the preceding Diſcourſe, which 7 
are the moſt uſual Ways of making void the Laa 1 
1 Faith: Namely, Firſt, the not preaching it at al, 
which effectually makes it all void at a Stroke: And b 
this under Colour of preaching Chrift and magnifying WW v 
the Goſpel, though it be in Truth, deſtroying both one K 
0 

* 
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and the other : Secondly, 'The Teaching (whether di- 
realy or indirectly) that Faith ſuperſedes the Neceflity 
of Holineſs : That this is leſs neceſſary now, or a lels 
Degree of it neceſſary, than before Chriſ came: That 
it is leſs neceſſary to us, becauſe we believe, than o. 
therwiſe it would' have been : Or, That Chriſtian Li- 
berty is a Liberty from any Kind or Degree of Holi- 
| neſs: (So perverting thoſe great Truths, that we are 
now under the Covenant of Grace and not of Works: 
That a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the Works of 
the Law ; and that to him that abt not. but belico- 
eth, his Faith is'counted for Righteeuſneſs :)' Or, Thirdly, 
The doing this practically; the making void the Law 
in Practice tho? not in Principle: The living or act- 
hy as if Faith was deſigned to excuſe us from Holi- 
: The allowing ourſelves in Sin, beeauſe we are 

25 a the Law, but under Grace. It remains to en- 
quire, How we may follow a better Pattern,; how we 
4 Way: be ble to 4 with the . * We i 5 
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ME yoid the Law through Faith? Gop e . ea, af 


WM efablife; the Law. 
2. We do 'not dd eftablich the old ee 
nial Law: We know that is aboliſhed: for ever. Much 


Jess do we eftabliſh the whole Mo/aic Diſpenſation. 


This, we know, our Loxp bas nailed to bit Croſs. 


Nor yet do we eſtabliſn the Moral Law (which it 
is to be feared, tos many do) as if the fulfilling it, 


the keeping all the Commandments, were the Condi- 
tion of our Juſtification. If it were ſo, ſurely in his 
Sight ſhould. no Man living be juſtified. But all this 
being. allowed, we ſtill in the Apol 
the Law, the Moral Law. 

I. 1. We eftablyp the Law, Fir, By our Doctrine: 


By. endeavouring to preach it in its whole Extent, to 


explain and inforce every Part of it, in the ſame Man- 
ner as our great Teacher did, while upon Earth. We 
eſtabliſh it, by following St. Peter's Advice, if any Man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of Gov ; as the holy 
Men of old, moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” poke and 
wrote for our Inſtruction. and as the Apoſtles of our 
bleſſed 'Loxp, by the Direction of che ſame Spirit. 


We eſtabliſn it whenever we {peak in his Name, by 


keeping back nothing from them that hear; by de- 


claring to them, without Limitation or Reſerve, the 


whole Counſel of Gop. And in order the more ef- 


fectually to eſtabliſh it, we uſe herein great Plainneſs of 


Speech. We are not as many that corrupt the Word of 
GON, xammuzos. (as artful Men their bad Wines): we 


do not cauponize, mix, adulterate or ſoften it, to make 
it ſuit the Taſte of the Hearers. But as of Sincerity, 


but as of GOD in the Sight of GOD, ſpeak we in Chriſt : 
As having no other Aim, than by Manifeſtation of the 


Truth, to commend ourſelves to every Man's Caſas; in 
the Sight of GOD. 


2. We then by our. Doctrine eſtabliſh the. Law, 


when we thus openly declare it to all Men: And that, 
in the Fulneſs wherein it is delivered by our bleſſed 
Loxp and his Apoſtles: When we publiſh it in the 
Heighth and Depth and Length and Breadth thereof. 
We-then eſtabliſh the Law, when we declare every 


Part of it, every Commandment contained therein, not 


only in its full literal Senſe, but likewiſe in its ſpiritual. 
* Not only with Regard to the dawn Aci, 


cle 8 Senſe, eftabliſh 
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dns, which it either forbids or enjoins : But alſo with 
Reſpect to the inward Principle, to the Thought, -De- 
fires and Intents of the Heart. 
3. And indeed this we do the more diligently, not 


only becauſe it is of the deepeſt Importance; inaſmuch 


as all the Fruit, every Word and Work, muſt be only 
Evil continually, if the Tree be evil; if the Diſpoſiti - 
ons and Tempers of the Heart, be not right before 
Gop : But likewiſe, becauſe as important as theſe 
Things are, they are little conſidered or underſtood. 
So little, that we may truly ſay of the Law too, when 


taken in its full, ſpiritual Meaning, It is a Myftery which 


was hid from Ages and Generations fince the World be- 


gan. It was utterly hid from the Heathen World. 


They, with all their boaſted Wiſdom, neither found out 
0D, nor the Law of Gop, not in the Letter, much 
leſs in the Spirit of it. Their fouliſp Hearty were more 


and more darkened, while profefing themſelves wiſe, they 


became Fools, And it was almoſt equally hid, as to its 
ſpiritual Meaning, from the Bulk of the Fewwif Na- 
tion. Even theſe who were fo ready to declare con- 
cerning others, this People that know not the Law, is 
accurſed, pronounced their own Sentence therein, as 
being under the ſame Curſe, the ſame dreadful Igno- 


france. Witneſs our Loxp's continual Reproof of the 


wiſeſt among them, for their groſs Miſ-interpretations 


of it. Witneſs the Suppoſition almoſt univerſglly- re- 


ceived among them, that they needed on to make 


clean the Outſide of the Cup: that the paying Tythe 


of Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, outward Exactneſs would 
atone for inward Unholineſs; for the total Neglect 
both of Juſtice and Mercy, of Faith and the Love of 


Soy. Yea, fo abſolutely was the ſpiritual Meaning of 
the Law hidden from the wiſeſt of them, that one of 
their moſt eminent Rabbi's comments thus on thoſe. 


Words of the Pſalmiſt, I I incline unto Iniquity with 
my Heart, the Lox will not hear me: That is, faith 
he, if it be only in my Heart, if I do not commit out- 
ward Wickedneſs, the Lok D will not regard it; he will 
not puniſh me, unleſs I proceed to the outward Act! 

4. But alas! The Law of Gop, as to its inward 


ſpiritual Meaning, is not hid from the Jews or Hea- 
 thens only, but even from what is, called the Chriſtian 
World; at leaſt, from a vaſt Majority of them. The 
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19 Senſe of the Commandments of Gb, is my * 
Myſtery to theſe alſo. Nor is this obſervable only in 


thoſe Lands, which are overſpread with Romiſb Dark- 


neſs and Ignorance. But this is too ſure, that the far 
greater Part, even of thoſe, who are called reformed 
Chriſtians, are utter Strangers at this Day to the Law 
of CHRIST, in the Purity and Spirituality of it. 


. Hence it is that to this Day the Scribes and 


Phariſees, the Men who have the Form not the 
Power. of Religion, and who are generally wiſe in 
their own Eyes, and righteous. in their own Con- 
cetis, hearing theſe Things are offended: Are deeply of- 


fended, when we ſpeak of the Religion of the Heart, and 


particularly when we ſhew, that without this, were we 
to give all our Goods to feed the Poor, it would profit us 
nothing. But offended they muſt be: for we cannot 
but ſpeak the Truth as it is in Fe/as. It is our Part, 
whether they will hear or whether they will forbear, 
to deliver our own: Soul. All that is written in the 
Book of God are we to declare, not as pleaſing Men, 
but the Loxp. We are to declare not only all the 
Promiſes, but all the Threatnings too which we find 
therein. At the ſame Time that we proclaim all the 


Bleſſings and Privileges, which God hath prepared for 


his Children, we are likewiſe to teach all the Things, 


whatſoever he hath commanded. And we know, that 


all theſe have their Uſe; Either for the awakening 
thoſe that dleep, the inſtructing the Ignorant, the com- 


forting the Feeble· minded, or the Building up and per- 


fecting the Saints. We know that al Scripture, given 
by Inſpiration of Gon, is profitable either for Doctrine, 
or for Reproof, either for Correction or for Infirudtion in 
Righteouſneſs: And that the Man of Gov, in the Pro- 
ceſs of the Work of Gop in. his Soul, has need of every 
Part thereof, that he may at length be po fect, rely 
Furniſb d unto. all good Works. 


6. Tt is our Part, thus to preach Chrift, by preach- | 
ing all Things whatſoever he hath revealed. We may 
indeed without Blame, yea and with a peculiar Bleſſing 
from Gop, declare the Love of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 


We may ſpeak, in a more eſpecial Manner, of zhe Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, We may expatiate upon the Grace 
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We may, at proper Opportunities, dwell upon ki 
Praiſe, as bearing the Iniguities of us all, as: wounded for 
our Tranſpreſſions' and bruiſed for our Iniquities, that by 
Eis Stripes we might be healed. But ſtill we ſhou'd not 
preach Chrift according to his Word, if we were whol- 
1 to confine ourſelves to this. We are not ourſelves 
clear before God, unleſs we proclaim Him in all his 
Offices. Topreach Chriſt, as a Workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, is to preach Him not only as our great High- 
Prieft, taken from among Men, and ordained for Men 
in Things pertaining to Gop; as ſach, reconciling us 
10 Gow: by his Blood, and ever. living to make Interce/- 


fon for us: But likewiſe as the Prophet of the Lorp, 


who of Gor is made unto us Wiſdom: who by his Word 
and his Spirit, it uith us always, guiding us into all 
Truth: Yea, and as remaining a King for ever; as giv- 
ing Laws to all whom He has bought with his Blood : 

As reſtoring thoſe to the Image of Gov, whom He 
had firſt re inſtated in his Favour : As reigning in all 
believing Hearts, until He has ſabdued all Things to 
Himſelf; until He hath utterly caſt out all Sin, od 
as bs in everlaſting Righteonſneſs.' | 

II. I. We eftabliſb the Law, RY when! we ſo 
preach vom » in Chrif, as not to ſuperſede, but produce 
Holineſs: to produce all Manner of Holineſs, negative 
and poſitive, of the Heart and of the Life. 

In order to this, we continually declare (what ſhou'd 
be frequeutly and deeply confidered; by all who. wou'd 
not make void the Law thro! Faith) that Faith itſelf, 
even Chriſtian Faith, the Faith of God's Elect, the 
Faith of the Operation of Gop, ſtill is only the Hand- 
maid of Love. As glorious and honourable as it is, it 
is not the End of the Commandment. God hath given 
this Honour to Love alone : Love is the End of all the 
Commandments of Gop. \ Love is the End, the ſole 


End of every Diſpenſation of God, from the Begin- 


ning of the World, to the Conſummation of all Things. 

And it will endure when Heaven and Earth flee away; 

for Love alone never faileth. Faith will totally fail: 

It will be ſwallowed up in Sight; in the 8824 3 
un ne But even then Love. i I 


; 4. Its W its Office ill the 8 0 
Laſting i its Lamp and unconſum'd its Flame, 
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In eathleſs Triumph ſhall we ever lire. 

And - endleſs Good diffuſe, and endleſs Praiſe re- 
ceive.“ 


Fi "Yes She Things a are | ſpoken of of Faith; hn 
whoſoever is a Partaker thereof, may well ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Thanks be to Gov, or his unſpeakable Gift. 
Yet ſtill it loſes all its Excellence, when brought into a 
Compariſon with Love. What St. Pau! obſerves con- 
cerning the ſuperior Glory of the Goſpel, above that 
of the Law, may with great Propriety be ſpoken of the 
ſuperior Glory of Love, above that of Faith. Even 
that which was made glorious, hath no Glory i in this Re 
pect, by Reaſon of the Glory that excelleib. For if that. 
which is done away is glorious, mich more doth that 
which rcmaineth exceed in Glory. Vea, all the Glory 
of Faith before it is done away, ariſes hence, That it 
miniſters to Love. Tt is the great temporary Means 
which God hath ordained to promote that eternal End. 

3. Let thoſe who magnify Faith beyond all Propor- 
tion, ſo as to ſwallow. up all Things elſe, and who ſo 
totally miſapprehend the Nature of it, as to imagine it 
ſands in the Place of Love, conſider farther, That as 
oo will exiſt. after Faith, ſo did it exiſt long before 

The Angels, who from the Moment of their Cre- 
alot beheld the Face of their Father that is in Hea- 
ven, had no Occaſion for Faith, in its general Notion, 
as it is the Evidence of Things not ſeen. Neither had 
they Need of Faith, in its more particular Acceptation 
Faith in the Blood of Ze/us: For He took not upon 
Him the Nature of Angels; but only the Seed of 4. 
brabam. I'bere was therefore no Place before the 
F oundation of the World, for Faith either in the gene- 
ral or particular Senſe. But there was for Love. Love 
exiſted from Eternity, in Gov, the great Ocean of 
Love. Love had a Place in all the Children of Gov; 
from the Moment of their Creation. They received 
s once from IE: 7 een to exiſt, and to - 
ove, 1713 7 2 

4. Nor is it certain (as ingeniooſly. aid olauſibly. as 
many have deſcanted upon this) That Faith, even in 
the general Senſe of the Word, had any Place in Pa- 
radiſe. It is highly probable, from that ſhort and un- 
ircumſtantial Account wach y we have in _— ata 


111 | 
I That Adam before he rebelled _ Gov, wal | 
= with Him by Sight and not by Faith. | 5 
| 


i 6 For then his Reaſon's Eye was ang and 77855 
1 And as an Eagle can behold the Sud. 

A _ Migh have beheld his Maker's Face as near, 
11 As th intellectual Angel cou d have Lane fig 
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1 | He was chan able to talk with Him Ras: to n 
4 whoſe Face we cannot now ſee and live. And conie- 
quently had no Need of that Faith, whoſe Office i it is 
to ſupply the Want of Sight. 
| 5. On the other Hand, it 1s abſolutely certain, 
Faith its particular Senſe had then no Place. For 
in that Senſe it neceſſarily preſuppoſes Sin, and the ces 
Wrath of Goo declared againſt the Sinner : Without 
which there is no Need of an Atonement for Sin, in 
order to the Sinner's Reconciliation with Gop, Con- 
ſequently, as there was no Need of an Atonement be- 
fore the Fall, ſo there was no Place for Faith in that 
_ Atonement : Man being then : from every Stain of 
Sin, holy as Gop is holy. But Love even then filled 
his Heart. It reigned in him without a Rival. And 
it was only when Love was loſt by Sin, that Faith was 
added, not for its own Sake, nor with any. Deſign, 
that it ſhould exiſt any longer than until it had an- 
ſwer'd the End for which it was ordained, namely, To 
reſtore Man, to the Love from which he was fallen, 
At the Fall therefore was added this Evidence of 
Things unſeen, which before was utterly. needleſs; 
Tais Confidence in Redeeming Love, which could not 
poſſibly have any Place, till the Promiſe! was made, 
He * Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Setpent! 
Hea | 
6. Faith then was originally Aae of Gov, to 
re-eſtabliſh the Law of Love. Therefore in ſpeaking! 
thus, we are not undetvaluing it, or robbing it of it Fa 
due Praiſe: But on the contrary ſhewing. its real Worth 
exalting it in its juſt Proportion, and giving it that veryl 
Place which the Wiſdom of God. aſſigned for it fromWoi 
the Beginning. It is the grand Means of reſtoring that 
holy Love, wherein Man was originally created. It fol-. 
lows, that altho' Faith is of no value in itſelf (as veither ! 
js any other Means whatſoever) yet as it leads to th. 


eee 2 
End, the eſlabliſhing ane w the Law of Love in our Hearts, 
and as in the preſent State of Things, it is the only 
Means under Heaven for affecting it, it is on that Ac- 
ount, an unſpeakable Bleſſing to Man, and of un- 
ſpeakable Value before GG ©. 
III. 1. And this naturally brings us to obſerve, 
hirdly, the moſt important Way of ee the 
aw: Namely, The eſtabliſhing it in our own Hearts 
and Lives. Indeed without this, what would all the 
Jeet avail? We might eſtabliſh it by our Doctrine; we 
night preach it in its whole Extent, might explain, 
and inforce every Part of it. We might open it in its 
oft ſpiritual Meaning, and declare the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom: We might preach Chri/t in all his Offi- 
ces, and Faith in Chri/?, as opening all the Treaſures 
of his Love. And yet all this Time, if the Law we 
preached, were not eſtabliſhed in our Hearts, we ſhould 
Ne of no more Account before 'Gop, than, ſounding 
-a or tinkling Cymbals. All our Preaching is ſo far 
om ' profiting ourſelves, that it would only increaſe 
Zim. EEE 19 
2. This is therefore the main Point to be conſidered, 
How we may eſtabliſh the Law in our Hearts, ſo that 
it may have its Influence on our Lives? And this can 
only be done by Faith. 5 25 
Faith alone it is, which effectually anſwers this End, 
5 we learn from daily Experience. For ſo long as we 
,Mvalk by Faith not by Sight, we go ſwiftly on in the 
Way of Holineſs. While we fteadily look, not at the 
Things which are ſeen, but at the Things which are 
not ſeen, we are more and more crucified to the 
World and the World crucified to us. Let but the Eye 
f the Soul be conſtantly fix d, not on the Things 
which are temporal, but on the Things which are eter- 
nal, and our Affections are more and more looſened. 
from Earth, and fixd on Things above. So that 
Faith in general is the moſt direct and effectual Means 
ff promoting all Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs: 'Of 
ſtabliſhing the holy and ſpiritual Law, in the Hearts 
f them that believe. | 3 i: 
3. And by Faith, taken in its more particular Mean- 
ing, for a Confidence in a pardoning Gob, we eſtabliſh his 
aw in our Hearts, in a ſtill more effectual Manner, 
For there is no Motive which ſo powerfully inclines us 
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to love Go, as the Love of Gop in Chi. Nothing] 


4. Nor does Faith fulfill either the Negative or po 
ſitive Law, as to the external Part only: But it works 


the Whole of that carnal Mind, which is Enmity a- 
Work, it fills him with all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſ 


Not ſinning, Becauſe we are under Grace, but uſing all. 
- while his Spirit was convincing us of Sin, let us be- 


build again what we have deſtroyed „ 
Thing, ſmall or great, which we thi ©. mas 


2 Y 


enables us like a piercing Conviction of this, to givg 
our Hearts to Him who, was given for us. And fror 
this Principle of grateful Love to Gos, ariſes. Love t 
our Brother alſo. Neither can we avoid loying ou 
Neighbour, if we truly believe the Love wherewit 
Gov hath loved us. Now this Love to Man groundedd 
on Faith and Love to God, avorketh no Ill to our Nei 
bour. Conſequently, it is (as the Apoſtle obſe 
the fulfilling of the whole negative Law, :Forw#': . 
Thou fhalt nat commit Adultery, Thou. ſhalt not 
Thou Halt not fleal, T hou ſhalt. not bear falſe Bi 0 


Thou fhalt not covet: And if there be any other Oman 


ment, it is briefly comprehended in this Saying, I 
Bode thy Netghbaur as thyſelf. Neither is Love ww" 
with barely working no Evil to our . Neighbous. 

continually incites us to do Good: As we have“? 

and Opportunity, to do Good in every poſſible Kind 
in every poſſible Degree to all Men. It is therefore 
the fulßlling of the poſitive likewiſe, as well as the Ne 


gative Law of Goo. 


e 


inwardly by Love, to the purifying of the Heart, the 
cleanſing it from all vile Affections. Ewery one that 
hath this Faith in himſelf, purifieth bimſelf even as he is 
fre: Purifieth himſelf from every earthly, ſenſual De- 
fire, from all vile and mordinate Aﬀections.: Vea, fro 


gainſt Gop. At the ſame Time, if it have its perfect 


and Truth. It brings all Heaven into his Soul, and 
Cauſes him to walk in the Light even as Gop is in the 
5. Let us endeavour to eſtabliſh the Law in ourſelves. 
the Power we receive thereby, to fulfll all Righteouſneſs. 
Calling io Mind, what Light we received from Goo, 


ware we do not put out that Light; what we bad then 
attained let us hold faſt. Let nothing induce us to 
ne any 


not for the Glory of Gov; or the Profit of r 
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own Soul: Or to neglect any Thing, ſmall or great, 


our own Conſcience. To increaſe and perfect the Light 


Which we had before, let us now add the Light of 


which we could not then negle&, without a Check from 
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2 Faith. Confirm we the former Gift of Gop, by a deep- 
er Senſe of whatever he had then ſhewn us: By a great- 
„er Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and a more exquiſite Sen- 
'" | bility of Sin. Walking now with Joy and not with 
7 ar, in a clear, ſteady Sight of Things eternal, we 
Tr all look on Pleaſure, Wealth, Praiſe, all the Things 
1 © Earth, as on Bubbles upon the Water: Countin 
ts othing important, nothing deſirable, nothing wort 
- | _ { deliberate Thought, but only what is within the 
7 £975 eil, where Jeſus fitteth at the right Hand of Gov. _ 
56. Can you ſay, Thou art merciful to my Unrigbte- 
fore * ouſneſs: My Sins thou remembereſt no more ? Then for 
Ne the Time to come, ſee that you fly from Sin, as from 
N the Face of a Serpent. For how exceeding ſinful does 
po it appear to you now? How heinous above all Expreſ- 7 
rkl fion? On the other Hand, in how amiable a Light doo 
the you now ſee the holy and perfect Will of Gov? Now 
hat therefore labour that it may be fulfilled, both in you, 
eh by you, and upon you. Now watch and pray that you 
De- may ſin no more, that you may ſee and ſhun the leaſt 
0 Tranſgreſſion of his Law. You ſee the Motes which 
a- you could not ſee before, when the Sun ſhines into a 
fee dark Place. In like Manner, you ſee the Sins which 
ell you could not ſee before, now the Sun of Righteouſ- *' + | 
nd neſs ſhines in your Heart. Now then do all Diligence _ 
the to walk in every Reſpect, according to the Light you 
have received. Now be zealous to receive more Light 
'ES, daily; more of the Knowledge and Love of Gop; 
all more of the Spirit of Chriſt; more of his Life, and of 
. fl i the Power of his Reſurrection. Now uſe all the Know- q 
D, ledge and Love and Life and Power you have already ' 
be- attained. So ſhall you continually go on from Faith +" 
ng + to Faith. So ſhall you daily increaſe. in holy Love, 
to till Faith is ſwallowed up in Sight, and the Law of 
nl L*bliſed to all Eternity. | „ 
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